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CITY ATTORNEY ROCKY DELGADILLO 
PROPOSES TOUGH NEW LEGISLATION TO 

ELIMINATE BILLBOARD BLIGHT 
 
LOS ANGELES – Los Angeles City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo today formally 
announced tough new legislation - sponsored by his office and authored by State 
Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas - that seeks to eliminate billboard blight by 
tightening existing regulations related to illegally erected or modified signs, and 
giving cities and counties the tools they need to take down billboards within their 
commercial jurisdictions.  
 
“This legislation will give California some of the toughest billboard regulations in 
the nation, and put an end to the rampant outdoor advertising blighting our 
communities,” said Delgadillo.  “When signed by the governor, this law will give 
cities and counties the ability to go after illegal billboards, pursue real sanctions 
against the worst violators, discourage future abuses, and reclaim our skyline.” 
 
Senate Bill 563 would remove the special interest protection in state law that 
currently allows owners of illegally erected billboards who have not been cited for 
five or more years to have their signs considered “lawfully erected.”  SB 563 
would also close a loophole in state law that calls for billboard owners to be 
compensated for government-ordered removal of their sign by barring 
compensation for those signs that have been modified beyond the terms of their 
original permits. 
 
SB 563 would also allow localities to require the removal of some billboards in 
commercial areas without cash compensation after a period of years, depending 
on the value of the sign.  The provision would encourage the revitalization of 
blighted commercial areas and protect vulnerable residential neighborhoods 
adjacent to commercial lots from having large outdoor advertising displays 
dominate their visual environment. 
 
 “Communities throughout California should have all legal and constitutional tools 
at their disposal to protect themselves against visual pollution and improper 
behavior,” said Kevin Fry, President of Scenic America. 
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“The visual quality of one of the most beautiful places on Earth is at stake with 
this legislation and we hope that the California legislature will act to preserve and 
defend the state’s remarkable visual legacy and the fundamental character of its 
communities,” he added. 
 
SB 563 is scheduled to be heard in the Senate’s Transportation and Housing 
Committee this week. 
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