
Department of City Planning                           Page 1 of 5                                    August 10, 2011 

 

   Additional Recommended Changes 
Proposed Citywide Sign Ordinance 

 
The below recommended changes to the proposed citywide sign ordinance were 
submitted to PLUM on Aug. 9, 2011.  These recommended changes resulted from 
input received from stakeholders and City staff after the publication of the proposed 
ordinance on July 22, 2011.  These items, many of which are minor or technical in 
nature, were determined not to require further study, and could thus be 
recommended to add to the currently proposed ordinance.  Further potential changes 
that require additional study will be addressed at the next PLUM hearing on this 
matter on Oct. 18, 2011. 
 
Summary.  A summary of these changes is as follows: 
 

1. A series of technical corrections, most of which were recommended by the 
Department of Building & Safety, to improve the clarity of provisions relating to: 

- the removal of an existing by-right exception for roof sign height; 
- the clarification of the definition of building frontage for walls that are not 

parallel to the street; 
- the walls of interior courts that contain signage; 
- the retention of the current regulations on freeway exposure; 
- the sign area allowed on multiple faces of pole signs and projecting 

signs; 
- the measurement of sign lighting by an agency approved by the Dept of 

Building & Safety; 
- the mailing of orders to comply; 
- the grace period of 15 days before which penalties may be charged; 
- and the waiving of penalties during the appeal process if the sign copy 

is removed. 
 

2. Clarification of the provisions regarding the transferability of credits for removal 
of existing off-site signs. 
 

3. An exception from the sign reduction requirement for off-site signs used to 
incentivize blight reduction within a National Register Historic District, when 
such sign comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties. 
 

4. The conformance of the definition of an on-site sign with the state definition. 
 

5. The allowance of wall signs over building openings when the Fire Department 
determines that the sign would not create a hazardous condition. 
 

6. The allowance of Comprehensive Sign Programs within overlay areas. 
 

7. Clarification of the rules pertaining to the “grandfathering” of pending Sign 
District and Specific Plan applications. 
 

8. The revision, per a revised analysis of processing time and labor costs, of the 
fee for a Comprehensive Sign Program, to $31,316. 
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Detailed Changes.  The recommended changes, in detail, are as follows (where 
appropriate, recommended deletions are noted with strikeout and additions noted 
with underline): 
 

1. Section 13.11 C:   
 
- Amend paragraph 4 to read: 

 
4.  Credits for removal of an off-site signs shall be awarded to the 
owner of the property owner from which the off-site sign has been 
removed.  Such credits can then be used to acquire rights to establish 
new off-site signage.  The holder of sign credits may transfer them to 
another person or entity.   

 
- Add a new paragraph 5 to read: 
 

5.  Sign reduction shall not be required in “SN” Sign Districts where off-
site sign rights are being used to incentivize blight reduction through 
the rehabilitation of buildings within a National Register Historic District 
and approved signs are determined by the City’s Office of Historic 
Resources to comply with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for 
the Treatment of Historic Properties.  In such Sign Districts, off-site 
sign rights may be granted only after the completion of a rehabilitation 
project, as that term is defined in the ordinance that creates the Sign 
District. 

 
2. Add a new Section 4 to the proposed ordinance, and renumber 

subsequent Sections accordingly.  Section 4 shall read:  
 

Paragraph (c) of Subdivision 3 of Subsection B of Section 12.21.1 of the 
Los Angeles Municipal Code is deleted. 

 
3. Section14.4.2, Definitions.  Add the following language to the definition of 

building frontage:     
 

- Building Frontage. The projection of the exterior building walls upon 
the street used for street frontage, as measured perpendicular to the 
edge of the street.  For walls that are not parallel to the street, the 
building frontage shall be measured along the wall that, other than 
open parking spaces, has direct and unimpeded access to the street. 
 

- On-Site Sign.  A sign that is used exclusively to advertise business 
conducted or services rendered or goods produced or sold on the lot 
upon which the sign is placed. 

 
4. Section14.4.3.A, Scope:  Change the last sentence of the “Exception” 

paragraph to read: 
 



Department of City Planning                           Page 3 of 5                                    August 10, 2011 

 

EXCEPTION: Signs or sign support structures shall not be considered 
exterior if they face an interior court bounded on all sides by one or more 
nontranslucent buildings or walls on the property, and no sign is higher 
than any of the surrounding buildings or walls. Surrounding walls may 
have necessary openings for ingress and egress provided the sign is not  
or is visible from any public right of way or adjacent property. 
 

5. Section 14.4.5, Freeway Exposure:  The language for this section should 
be exactly the same as the current code. 
 

6. Section 14.4.8, Projecting Signs: Change the last clause of Paragraph B1 
to read: 

 
The sign area of projecting signs visible to the same direction of traffic 
shall not exceed 25 square feet plus 1.5 square feet for each foot of street 
frontage on which the signs are located, up to a maximum sign area of 
300 square feet for one face and 600 square feet on all faces combined.  

 
7. Section 14.4.11, Pole Signs: Change Paragraph B2 to read: 
 

The maximum area of any one pole sign shall not exceed 400 square feet 
for one face and 800 square feet on all faces combined.  

 
8. Section 14.4.9, Wall Signs:   

 
- Change Paragraph C3 to read:  
 
No wall sign shall be placed over the exterior surface of any opening of a 
building, including its windows, doors, and vents, unless the Fire 
Department determines that the sign would not create a hazardous 
condition. 

 
- Change Paragraph C4 to read: 

 
No wall sign shall cross the perimeter of any opening of a building, 
including its windows, doors, and vents, at any point 24 inches or less of 
the exterior building face measured perpendicularly to the surface of the 
opening; unless the Fire Department determines that the sign would not 
create a hazardous condition. 

 
9. Section 14.4.19, Digital Displays:  Change Paragraph C to read: 

 
Measurements performed by a testing agency approved by the 
Department of Building and Safety shall be provided by the owner of 
the sign and submitted to the Department of Building and Safety when 
requested by that Department. 
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10. Section 14.4.24, Comprehensive Sign Programs:  Change Paragraph B2 

to read: 
 

A comprehensive sign program cannot be requested for property within 
an established Sign District or within the area of any Specific Plan or 
Overlay that contains special signage regulations. 

 
11.  Section 14.4.26, Violations and Administrative Civil Penalties  
 

- Amend Paragraph B5 to read: 
 

The order to comply shall be posted in a conspicuous location on the 
premises where the violation has occurred and mailed via U.S. first 
class mail to each responsible party. 

 
- Amend Paragraph B6 to read: 

 
Penalties are due and payable within 15 days of the date postmarked 
on the mailing in which the order to comply is sent, unless the violation 
is corrected before midnight on the 15th day after the postmarked date. 
 

- Add a new paragraph 8, and renumber subsequent paragraphs 
accordingly: 

 
  If a responsible party appeals a penalty, the penalty shall not accrue 

for as long as the sign copy has been removed.  
 

12.  Sec. 13 of the proposed ordinance, “Grandfathering”:   
 
- Initiated or Applied for Sign Districts: 

 
Any initiated or applied for Sign District shall be subject to the Sign 
District regulations in this Code as of August 9, 2011, rather than to the 
subsequently updated regulations. 
 
An “initiated or applied for Sign District” is one which was not approved 
before August 9, 2011 but was initiated or applied for before this date, 
pursuant to Section 12.32 of this Code; or any Sign District for which 
precise geographically defined boundaries were identified in a notice of 
preparation for an environmental impact report for which a notice of 
preparation was posted by the Department of City Planning before 
August 9, 2011. 
 
After an initiated or applied for Sign District is adopted, any proposed 
amendments that would allow signs prohibited by Section 14.4.4 C of 
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this Code shall be subject to the Sign District provisions in this Code at 
the time such regulations amendments are proposed. 

  
- Initiated or Applied for Specific Plans: 
 

Within any initiated or applied for specific plan, any regulations that 
permit signs prohibited by Section 14.4.4 C of this Code governing 
signage shall be removed from the proposed specific plan and 
established within set forth in a proposed Sign District.  The proposed 
Sign District shall be reviewed concurrently with the specific plan, shall 
not require an application fee, and shall be subject to the Sign District 
regulations regulations governing specific plans in this Code as of 
August 9, 2011, rather than the subsequently updated regulations 
governing Sign Districts. 
 
An "initiated or applied for specific plan" is one which was not 
approved before August 9, 2011 but was initiated or applied for before 
this date, pursuant to Section 12.32 of this Code; or any specific plan 
for which precise geographically defined boundaries were identified 
in a notice of preparation for a an environmental impact report for 
which a notice of preparation was posted by the Department of City 
Planning before August 9, 2011. 
 
After an initiated or applied for specific plan is adopted and a Sign 
District is adopted as provided above, any proposed regulations 

amendments to the Sign District shall be subject to the Sign District 
provisions in this Code at the time such regulations amendments are 
proposed. 
 

13.  Sec. 14 of the proposed ordinance: Fees 
 

Change the fee for a Comprehensive Sign Program to $31,316.   
 


